
Political Parties  315 

Republicans were unable to field a candidate in 25.3 percent. That left only 35.3 percent 
(53 races) with candidates from both the major parties on the ballot, meaning that less 
than one in three Texas House races included candidates from both major parties.

Third parties, such as the Libertarians or Greens, could field candidates and bring 
more competition to some elections. Getting on the ballot, however, is a huge hurdle, 
and candidates of these parties do not often present a real challenge to those of the major 
parties. For example, in the 2016 elections for the U.S. House of Representatives seats from 
Texas, Libertarians contested twenty-two of the thirty-six seats. However, many of these 
candidates received 5 percent of the vote or less. The most dramatic results occurred in 
the 5th District where the Libertarian candidate received almost 20 percent of the vote. 
The 5th District begins in Dallas and extends all the way below Tyler in East Texas, and 
the Republican incumbent Pete Sessions faced no Democratic challenger. In addition, 
seventeen Green Party candidates contested seats, with the largest sharing going to the 
Green candidate in the 36th District in southeast Texas along the border with Louisiana. 
The Green candidate Hal Ridley, Jr. captured over 11 percent of the vote as the only 
alternative to Republican incumbent Brian Babin.

While you might consider the number of noncompetitive elections of little concern, 
consider that the 2016 election was widely anticipated as a good year for Republican 

  FIGURE 10.1   � Turnout as Percentage of Voting-Age Population in  
Primaries, 1970–2016
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Source: Texas Secretary of State, “Turnout and Voter Registration Figures (1970–Current),” www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/historical/70-92.shtml (accessed 
August 1, 2016).


